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The Scope of This Guidance Leaflet 
This leaflet introduces a series of Guidance Leaflets which give a quick overview of the various things that 
you will need to take into account in setting up a new small charity.   It is written for the typical volunteer 
(ie: “amateur”) Trustees of the ca.80% of “small” charities (ie: incomes less than £100K) which do not 
employ a professional management team 

This leaflet, like all the others available from Small Charity Support, is NOT presented as a full and 

comprehensive professional opinion/advice on Charity Law and all the associated regulations. Rather it is 
just a personal commentary on charity issues, and how to deal with them, from the perspective of 
the proverbial “Person on the Clapham Omnibus”.  

 

Please read the Disclaimer on the last page of this leaflet. 

 

So if you are expecting your charity’s annual income to be more than £250,000/yr, or to own property, or 
to employ more than the equivalent of 3 full-time staff then you should seek appropriate professional 
guidance elsewhere.   eg: The Small Charity Support Resources webpage:   
                      http://www.smallcharitysupport.uk/index.php/other-resources  

 

The topics covered in this series are listed below.   Some will be found on the “Starting a Small Charity” 
page on the website.   And some will be found on other pages, as indicated: 

1 Outputs & Outcomes 

2: Charitable Purposes/Objects 
Example Charitable Purpose/Objects     {This leaflet) 

3: Governing Document 

4: Trustees & Officers 
(see the “Trustees’ Responsibilities” webpage) 

5: A “Minute Book” 

6: A Bank Account 

7: A Way of Recording & Managing Your Funds 
{see the “Managing the Money Made Easy” web-page} 

8: A Programme/Business Plan & Risk Management 
{see the “Programme Planning” web-page} 

9: Policies & Procedures 
{see the “Example Policies” web-page} 

10: Registering with the Charity Commission 

 

Warning: This leaflet is 15 pages long.   Print only the pages you need.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_man_on_the_Clapham_omnibus
http://www.smallcharitysupport.uk/index.php/other-resources
https://www.smallcharitysupport.uk/index.php/accountsmadeeasy
https://www.smallcharitysupport.uk/index.php/prog-planning
https://www.smallcharitysupport.uk/index.php/example-policies
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Example Charitable Purposes 
The following examples of Charitable Purposes/Objects have been taken from the  

Charity Commission website as published 10 May 2013 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/example-charitable-objects 

However, they may be changed at any time.   So before using a specific example you are strongly  
advised to go directly to the website (as above) and check for the latest version of the text. 

Note that the 32 examples below cover a wide range of specific activities.   So several fall 
under the same category of charitable purposes within the 13 defined by the Charities Act 

 

1. Advancement of Education 

2. Advancement of Religion 

3. Advice and Counselling 

4. Animal Charities 

5. Carers 

6. Community Amateur Sports Clubs 

7. Community Capacity Building 

8. Community Centre 

9. Community Transport 

10. Conciliation and Mediation 

11. Conservation of the Environment 

12. Disasters 

13. Elderly People 

14. Equality and Diversity 

15. Family Planning 

16. Promotion of the Law, Police and Crime Prevention 

17. The Establishment and Maintenance of a Museum and/or Art Gallery 

18. Relief of Poverty 

19. Promotion of Human Rights 

20. Racial Harmony 

21. Recreational Charities Act 1958 

22. Recycling 

23. Refugees / Those Seeking Asylum 

24. Relief of Financial Hardship 

25. Relief of Sickness 

26. Relief of Unemployment 

27. Religious Harmony 

28. Social Inclusion 

29. Sustainable Development 

30. Urban or Rural Regeneration 

31. Village Halls 

32. Young People 

©  Crown Copyright Acknowledged  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/example-charitable-objects
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1. Advancement of Education 
Published 10 May 2013 

1.1: To advance the education of the public in the subject of [insert subject to be studied]. 

1.2: To advance the education of the pupils at [the name of the school] by providing and assisting 
in the provision of facilities [not required to be provided by the local education authority] for 
education at the school. 

1.3: For the public benefit to promote the education (including social and physical training) of 
people [under the age of 25 years] in [place] in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, 
including by: 

a: Awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants tenable at any 
university, college or institution of higher or further education. 

b: Providing their education (including the study of music or other arts), to undertake travel 
in furtherance of that education or to prepare for entry to any occupation, trade or 
profession on leaving any educational establishment. 

1.4: To assist in such ways as the charity trustees think fit any charity in [place] whose aims include 
advancing education of persons under the age of 25 years by developing their mental, physical 
and moral capabilities through leisure time activities. 

1.5: For the public benefit to promote learning for pleasure by people no longer in full time 
employment through the continued development of their individual capabilities, 
competencies, skills and understanding in subjects of educational value. 

1.6: To advance the education of the public in general (and particularly amongst scientists) on the 
subject of particle physics and to promote research for the public benefit in all aspects of that 
subject and to publish the useful results. 

2. Advancement of Religion 
Published 10 May 2013 

2.1: To advance the [insert basis of faith] [faith] [religion] for the benefit of the public in accordance 
with [the statements of belief appearing in the schedule] [the following doctrines: ...] 

a: The advancement of the [insert basis of faith] religion mainly, but not exclusively, by 
means of broadcasting [insert basis of faith] messages of an evangelistic and teaching 
nature. 

b: To advance the [insert basis of faith] religion in [insert area of benefit] for the benefit of 
the public through the holding of prayer meetings, lectures [public celebration of religious 
festivals] producing and/or distributing literature on [insert basis of faith] to enlighten 
others about the [insert basis of faith] religion. 

3. Advice and Counselling 
Published 10 May 2013 

3.1: The relief of the physical and mental sickness of persons in need by reason of addiction to 
[substance], in particular by the provision of counselling and support. 

3.2: The relief of financial hardship by the provision of free legal advice and assistance to persons 
who, through lack of means, would otherwise be unable to obtain such advice. 

3.3: To relieve the mental and physical sickness of persons resident in [area of benefit] suffering 
from bereavement or loss by the provision of counselling and support for such persons. 



Page 4 of 15 

4. Animal Charities 
Published 10 May 2013 

4.1: For the benefit of the public to relieve the suffering of animals in need of care and attention 
and, in particular, to provide and maintain rescue homes or other facilities for the reception, 
care and treatment of such animals. 

4.2: To promote humane behaviour towards animals by providing appropriate care, protection, 
treatment and security for animals which are in need of care and attention by reason of 
sickness, maltreatment, poor circumstances or ill usage and to educate the public in matters 
pertaining to animal welfare in general and the prevention of cruelty and suffering among 
animals. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Offering shelter or sanctuary for animals which are in need of medical attention; providing medical 
treatment for animals; actively seeking new homes for rescued animals. 

NB: it is not charitable to offer sanctuary to fit and healthy animals. 

5. Carers 
Published 10 May 2013 

NB: There is an approved standard governing document for the Crossroads Care Attendant Scheme. 

5.1: To relieve people who are elderly or disabled resident in [parish/place] by the provisions of 
carers and by the provision of support and training to such carers. 

5.2: The relief of elderly people and those in poor health resident in [parish/place] (not being 
resident in an institution or nursing home as defined by the National Assistance Act 1948 or 
the Chronically Sick and Disabled Act 1970) by the provision of a sitting service to relieve those 
who are caring for or nursing them. 

5.3: To relieve financial hardship and sickness among persons who are caring for or nursing a person 
with a physical or mental disability in any place other than an Institution or Nursing Home as 
defined by the National Assistance Act 1948 and Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 
1970, and the relief of people who are chronically sick or disabled by the provision of training 
and advice for those responsible for their care. 

5.4: To preserve and protect the health of those caring for people with physical, mental or sensory 
impairment within the family or home by offering a respite service through the provision of 
community based care attendants and, at the discretion of the [Management 
Committee/Trustees] and in exceptional circumstances, to provide such care attendants for 
disabled people living alone. 

See also example objects for charities for the relief of sickness.  

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Providing approved training for carers; grants to carers to enable them to take a break; replacement 
carers where the usual carer is absent. 

6. Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
Published 10 May 2013 

6.1: the promotion of community participation in healthy recreation in particular by the provision 
of facilities for the playing of [particular sports] 

6.2: the promotion of community participation in healthy recreation [for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of x] by the provision of facilities for playing [insert sport(s)]. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/example-charitable-objects/example-objects-relief-of-sickness
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Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out:  
Please refer to the publication: Charitable status and sport (RR11)  

7. Community Capacity Building 
Published 10 May 2013 

7.1: to develop the capacity and skills of the members of the [socially and economically] [socially] 
disadvantaged community of [insert place] in such a way that they are better able to identify, 
and help meet, their needs and to participate more fully in society 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the publication: The promotion of community capacity building (RR5)  

8 Community Centre 
Published 10 May 2013 

8.1: To further or benefit the residents of [area of benefit] and the neighbourhood, without 
distinction of sex, sexual orientation, race or of political, religious or other opinions by 
associating together the said residents and the local authorities, voluntary and other 
organisations in a common effort to advance education and to provide facilities in the 
interests of social welfare for recreation and leisure time occupation with the objective of 
improving the conditions of life for the residents. 

8.2: In furtherance of these objects but not otherwise, the trustees shall have power: 
To establish or secure the establishment of a community centre and to maintain or manage or 
co-operate with any statutory authority in the maintenance and management of such a centre 
for activities promoted by the charity in furtherance of the above objects. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the publication: Village Halls and Community Centres (RS9).  

9 Community Transport 
Published 10 May 2013 

9.1: To provide transport facilities in [insert place] for people who have special need of such 
facilities because they are elderly, poor or disabled, people with young children or those living 
in isolated areas where there are no adequate public transport facilities. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Operating a regular bus service using adapted vehicles between areas not otherwise served by public 
transport and local towns. 

10. Conciliation and Mediation 
Published 10 May 2013 

NB: The national body for Relate has prepared a standard governing document . 

10.1: To provide, for the benefit of the public, assistance through conciliation for couples whose 
relationships appear to be breaking down, and where such relationships have already broken 
down, to advise and help in the settlement of differences or potential differences over 
associated matters such as custody and access to children, and financial matters. 

See also example objects for charities for the promotion of the law, police and crime prevention. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Counselling (by trained counsellors), advice and information on legal rights or obligations; signposting to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charitable-status-and-sport-rr11
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-promotion-of-community-capacity-building-rr5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/village-halls-and-community-centres-rs9


Page 6 of 15 

other forms of help; providing a safeneutral place for couples to talk to each other with a view to 
reconciliation or agreement. 

Conservation of the Environment 
Published 10 May 2013 

11.1: to promote for the benefit of the public the conservation protection and improvement of the 
physical and natural environment [by promoting biological diversity]. 

 It is also acceptable for environmental charities to have an additional object of advancing the education of the 
public where appropriate. 

11.2: To advance the education of the public in the conservation, protection and improvement of 
the physical and natural environment 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the publication: Preservation and conservation charities (RR9)  

Disasters 
Published 10 May 2013 

12.1: The relief of financial need and suffering among victims of natural or other kinds of disaster in 
the form of money (or other means deemed suitable) for persons, bodies, organisations 
and/or countries affected [including the provision of medical aid]. 

12.2: The relief and assistance of people in any part of the world who are the victims of war or 
natural disaster, trouble, or catastrophe in particular by the supply of medical aid to such 
persons. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Arranging for the purchase and delivery of aid to such areas; co-operating with others to get aid to the 
right place; identifying the real needs of those affected by disaster and ways of meeting those needs. 

Elderly People 
Published 10 May 2013 

13.1: To relieve elderly people resident in [insert place] who are in need, by providing specially 
designed or adapted housing, and items, services or facilities calculated to relieve the needs of 
such persons. 

13.2: To relieve financial hardship, sickness and poor health amongst elderly people . 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Making adapted accommodation available to elderly people; making grants to elderly people to enable 
them to buy goods or services to help them overcome the debilities of old age. 

Note: Extra facilities can be provided either in housing owned or managed by the charity or in the home 
of the elderly person. 

14. Equality and Diversity 
Published 10 May 2013 

14.1: The promotion of equality and diversity for the public benefit by [for example]: 

a: the elimination of discrimination on the grounds of race, gender, disability , sexual 
orientation or religion; 

b: advancing education and raising awareness in equality and diversity; 

c: promoting activities to foster understanding between people from diverse backgrounds; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preservation-and-conservation-charities-rr9
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d: conducting or commissioning research on equality and diversity issues and publishing the 
results to the public; 

e: cultivating a sentiment in favour of equality and diversity. 

Activities a charity for this purpose might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the guidance on The Promotion Of Equality and Diversity For The Benefit of the Public.  

15. Family Planning 
Published 10 May 2013 

15.1: To educate young people in matters of sex and contraception and to develop amongst them a 
sense of responsibility in regard to sexual behaviour with the aim of preventing and mitigating 
of the suffering caused by unwanted pregnancy. 

15.2: To preserve and protect the good health both mental and physical of parents, young people 
and children and to prevent the financial hardship, caused by unwanted conception; 

15.3: To educate the public in the field of procreation, contraception, and health with particular 
reference to personal responsibility in sexual relationships and to the consequences of 
population growth; 

15.4: To give medical advice and assistance in cases of involuntary sterility or of difficulties 
connected with the marriage relationship or sexual problems for which medical advice or 
treatment is appropriate. 

15.5: To promote education and research in the subject of fertility and pregnancy and the 
termination of pregnancy and into its effects on women, whether physical, medical, 
psychological or social; to provide advice treatment and assistance for women who are 
suffering from any physical or mental illness or distress as a result of fertility or infertility. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Direct help: advice, education and guidance about and access to various types of contraception or fertility 
treatment; Indirect: supporting academic research into the causes and effects of unwanted pregnancy or 
new methods of fertility treatment and publishing that research. 

16. Promotion of the Law, Police and Crime Prevention 
Published 10 May 2013 

16.1: To facilitate the administration of the law by the promotion of arbitration, mediation and 
conciliation services to settle civil disputes in [stipulated area]. 

16.2: To promote for the benefit of the public in the [insert place] and its neighbourhood with a 
view to the preservation of public order, the provision of services for mediation and 
conciliation between people, organisations and groups who are involved in disputes or 
interpersonal conflicts where that dispute or conflict results from or may lead to acts of 
nuisance, vandalism, racial abuse or breach of the peace. 

16.3: To promote for the benefit of the public in [insert place] the provision of services for 
mediation and conciliation between victims of crime and offenders, with a view to the 
preservation of public order, and for the preservation and protection of the well-being of such 
victims and the rehabilitation of such offenders. 

16.4: To promote, for the benefit of the public, the efficiency of the police in [insert area] and to 
promote good citizenship and greater public participation in the prevention and solution of 
crime in the area. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promotion-of-equality-and-diversity
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16.5: To promote for the benefit of the public in [insert specified Division of named County Police 
Constabulary], in partnership with the police, the protection of people and property from, and 
the prevention of, criminal acts. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Educational programmes in the community; promoting Neighbourhood watch schemes; 
liaising with the Police on addressing the causes of crime in the area; 
providing a conciliation service; providing advice and support to victims and offenders. 

17. The Establishment and Maintenance of a Museum and/or 
Art Gallery 

Published 10 May 2013 

17.1: to establish and maintain a museum and/or art gallery for the benefit of the public. 

17.2: to promote art for the benefit of the public by the establishment and maintenance of a 
[museum] [art gallery]. 

17.3: to advance education by the establishment and maintenance of a museum. 

17.4: to advance education in the arts by the establishment and maintenance of an art museum or 
art gallery. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out:  
Please refer to the publication: Museums and art galleries (RR10)  

18. Relief of Poverty 
Published 10 May 2013 

18.1: The prevention or relief of poverty in [insert geographical area of operation] by providing: 
grants, items and services to individuals in need and/or charities, or other organisations 
working to prevent or relieve poverty. 

18.2: To relieve poverty [or financial hardship] among refugees, asylum seekers, migrant workers 
and their dependants living in [insert geographical area] by providing interpreting / translating 
/ advocacy / health / housing advice and education. 

18.3: The prevention or relief of poverty [or financial hardship] anywhere in the world by providing 
or assisting in the provision of education, training, healthcare projects and all the necessary 
support designed to enable individuals to generate a sustainable income and be self-
sufficient. 

18.4: To prevent or relieve poverty through undertaking and supporting research into factors that 
contribute to poverty and the most appropriate ways to mitigate these. 

18.5: To prevent or relieve poverty by awarding a ‘fair trade mark’ to products, the sale of which 
relieves the poverty of producers by ensuring they receive at least a fair price for their goods 
and advising such producers of the best ways in which to engage in the trading process. 

18.6: To relieve the poverty of young people by the provision of grants to enable them to 
participate in healthy recreational activities that they could not otherwise afford. 

Please refer to the publication: The prevention or relief of poverty for the public benefit  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/museums-and-art-galleries-rr10
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-supplementary-public-benefit-guidance
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19. Promotion of Human Rights 
Published 10 May 2013 

19.1: To promote human rights (as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
subsequent United Nations conventions and declarations) throughout the world by all or any 
of the following means: 

a: Monitoring abuses of human rights; 

b: Obtaining redress for the victims of human rights abuse; 

c: Relieving need among the victims of human rights abuse; 

d: Research into human rights issues; 

e: Providing technical advice to government and others on human rights matters; 

f: Contributing to the sound administration of human rights law; 

g: Commenting on proposed human rights legislation; 

h: Raising awareness of human rights issues; 

i: Promoting public support for human rights; 

j: Promoting respect for human rights among individuals and corporations; 

k: International advocacy of human rights; 

l: Eliminating infringements of human rights. 

In furtherance of that object but not otherwise, the trustees shall have power: 
To engage in political activity provided that the trustees are satisfied that the proposed activities 
will further the purposes of the charity to an extent justified by the resources committed and the 
activity is not the dominant means by which the charity carried out its objects. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the publication: The promotion of human rights (RR12)  

20. Racial Harmony 
Published 10 May 2013 

20.1: The promotion of racial harmony for the public benefit by: (for example) 

a: promoting knowledge and mutual understanding between different racial groups; 

b: advancing education and raising awareness about different racial groups to promote good 
relations between persons of different racial groups; 

c: working towards the elimination of discrimination on the grounds of race. 

21. Recreational Charities Act 1958 
Published 10 May 2013 

21.1: To promote for the benefit of the inhabitants of [insert place] and the surrounding area the 
provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation of individuals who have 
need of such facilities by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial 
hardship or social and economic circumstances or for the public at large in the interests of 
social welfare and with the object of improving the condition of life of the said inhabitants. 

21.2: To provide or assist in the provision of facilities in the interests of social welfare for recreation 
or other leisure time occupation of individuals who have need of such facilities by reason of 
their youth, age infirmity or disability, financial hardship or social circumstances with the 
object of improving their conditions of life. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-promotion-of-human-rights-rr12
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Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the publication: The Recreational Charities Act 1958 (RR4)  

22. Recycling 
Published 10 May 2013 

22.1: The protection and preservation of the environment for the public benefit by: (for example) 

a: the promotion of waste reduction, re-use reclamation, recycling, use of recycled products  
and the use of surplus; 

b: advancing the education of the public about all aspects of waste generation, waste 
management and waste recycling. 

22.2: The relief of financial hardship by the recycling and provision of furniture, clothes and other 
household items. 

23. Refugees / Those Seeking Asylum 
Published 10 May 2013 

23.1: To advance education and relieve financial hardship amongst those seeking asylum and those 
granted refugee status particularly by the provision of legal and other advice. 

23.2: The relief of financial hardship amongst those granted refugee status and their dependants 
living (temporarily or permanently) in [insert place] and the surrounding area . 

23.3: To preserve and protect the physical and mental health of those granted refugee status and 
their dependents 

23.4: To advance the education and training of those granted refugee status and their dependants 
in need thereof so as to advance them in life and assist them to adapt within a new 
community. 

23.5: To advance the education of the public in general about the issues relating to refugees and 
those seeking asylum. 

23.6: The provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation with the object of 
improving the conditions of life of those persons who have need of such facilities by reason of 
their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial hardship or social and economic 
circumstances. 

23.7: The relief of sickness and financial hardship amongst those seeking asylum in the United 
Kingdom or who are refugees, and who reside in [insert area of benefit]. 

23.8: The relief of unemployment of those granted refugee status and those seeking asylum in the 
United Kingdom, and in particular [insert area of benefit], by the provision of vocational and 
skills training, advice and support 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Training in basic skills to help find work; general education including language skills; temporary 
accommodation; access to leisure facilities to facilitate integration and understanding within the wider 
community. 

Relief of Financial Hardship 
Published 10 May 2013 

24.1: The relief of financial hardship among people living or working in [stipulated area] [by 
providing such persons with [goods/services] which they could not otherwise afford through 
lack of means] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-recreational-charities-act-1958-rr4
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24.2: The relief of financial hardship, either generally or individually, of people living in [the area of 
benefit] by making grants of money for providing or paying for items services or facilities 

24.3: The relief of the sick-poor living in [insert place] either generally or individually through the 
provision of grants, goods or services 

Relief of Sickness 
Published 10 May 2013 

25.1: The relief of sickness and the preservation of health among people residing permanently or 
temporarily in [specified area of benefit]. 

25.2: To assist in the treatment and care of persons suffering from mental or physical illness of any 
description or in need of rehabilitation as a result of such illness, by the provision of facilities 
for work and recreation. 

a: to promote and protect the physical and mental health of sufferers of [insert medical 
condition] in [insert area of benefit] through the provision of financial assistance, support, 
education and practical advice 

b: to advance the education of the general public in all areas relating to [insert medical 
condition]. 

25.3: To relieve sickness, poor health and old age amongst people living in [stipulated area] by 
providing a local broadcasting service for hospitals, residential homes and similar institutions. 

25.4: To relieve sickness and to preserve the health of the patients of [name of surgery] at [place] 
by providing or assisting in the provision of equipment, facilities and services [[not normally 
provided by the statutory authorities] [ancillary to those provided by the doctors]]. 

25.5: To preserve and protect the health of patients of the [description of medical practice] by 
providing and assisting in the provision of facilities, support services and equipment not 
normally provided by the statutory authorities. To advance the education of the public in 
health care by the provision of lectures, fora and by the publication of newsletters devoted to 
healthcare. 

26. Relief of Unemployment 
Published 10 May 2013 

26.1: The relief of unemployment for the benefit of the public in such ways as may be thought fit, 
including assistance to find employment. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the publication: Charities for the relief of unemployment (RR3)  

27. Religious Harmony 
Published 10 May 2013 

27.1: The promotion of religious harmony for the benefit of the public by: [for example] 

a: educating the public in different religious beliefs including an awareness of their 
distinctive features and their common ground to promote good relations between 
persons of different faiths; 

b: promoting knowledge and mutual understanding and respect of the beliefs and practices  
of different religious faiths. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-for-the-relief-of-unemployment-rr3
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28. Social Inclusion 
Published 10 May 2013 

28.1: To promote social inclusion for the public benefit by preventing people from becoming 
socially excluded, relieving the needs of those people who are socially excluded and assisting 
them to integrate into society. 

 For the purpose of this clause ‘socially excluded’ means being excluded from society, or parts 
of society, as a result of one of more of the following factors: unemployment; financial 
hardship; youth or old age; ill health (physical or mental); substance abuse or dependency 
including alcohol and drugs; discrimination on the grounds of sex, race, disability, ethnic 
origin, religion, belief, creed, sexual orientation or gender re-assignment; poor educational or 
skills attainment; relationship and family breakdown; poor housing (that is housing that does 
not meet basic habitable standards); crime (either as a victim of crime or as an offender 
rehabilitating into society). 

28.2: To promote social inclusion for the public benefit by preventing people from becoming 
socially excluded, relieving the needs of those people who are socially excluded and assisting 
them to integrate into society. 

 For the purpose of this clause ‘socially excluded’ means being excluded from society, or part 
of society, as a result of being a member of a socially and economically deprived community. 

28.3: To promote social inclusion for the public benefit by working with people in [insert 
geographical area of operation] who are socially excluded on the grounds of their ethnic 
origin, religion, belief or creed (in particular, members of the Muslim community) to relieve 
the needs of such people and assist them to integrate into society, in particular by: 

a: providing a local network group that encourages and enables members of the Muslim 
community to participate more effectively with the wider community; 

b: increasing, or co-ordinating, opportunities for members of the Muslim community to 
engage with service providers, to enable those providers to adapt services to better meet 
the needs of that community. 

28.4: The promotion of social inclusion for the public benefit amongst people between the ages of 
16 to 30 who are socially excluded by providing them with an opportunity to build capacity by 
establishing and growing a business to relieve the needs of those people and assist them to 
integrate into society. 

 (For the purposes of this clause ‘socially excluded’ means ‘young people between the ages of 
16 to 30 years of age who are excluded from society, or parts of society, as a result of one or 
more of the following factors: unemployment; financial hardship; race; gender; poor 
educational or skills attainment; disability; ethnic origin; or who are within, or have 
experienced, the public care or penal system’). 

28.5: The promotion of social inclusion among deaf parents and their children who are socially 
excluded from society, or parts of society, as a result of being deaf by: 

a: providing education and information to support and enable deaf parents to maximise 
educational opportunities for their children; 

b: raising public awareness of the issues affecting deaf parents and their children, both 
generally and in relation to their social exclusion; 

c: providing workshops, forums, advocacy and general support; 

d: providing recreational facilities and opportunities for deaf and hearing people. 
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28.6: The promotion of social inclusion among elderly persons who are excluded from society 
because they are house-bound, or who are unable to drive or easily access public transport, 
by the provision of: 

a: a transport service to and from recreational and public services; 

b: outings and social trips including transport to and from home; 

c: information technology at home to enable them to access the internet. 

28.7: The promotion of social inclusion among single parents and their children, who are excluded 
from society, or parts of society, due to their social and economic position by the provision of 
a crèche, play scheme and drop in support and education centre to enable single parents and 
their children to develop and gain new skills. 

28.8: The promotion of social inclusion for the public benefit among people who are refugees and 
asylum seekers who are socially excluded on the grounds of their social and economic 
position, by providing: 

a: education and training in the English language and in vocational skills; 

b: social and recreational facilities and events involving the local community. 

Please refer to the publication: The promotion of social inclusion  

29. Sustainable Development 
Published 10 May 2013 

29.1: To promote sustainable development for the benefit of the public by: [include as applicable] 

a: the preservation, conservation and the protection of the environment and the prudent 
use of resources; 

b: the relief of poverty and the improvement of the conditions of life in socially and 
economically disadvantaged communities; 

c: the promotion of sustainable means of achieving economic growth and regeneration. 

29.2: To advance the education of the public in subjects relating to sustainable development and 
the protection, enhancement and rehabilitation of the environment and to promote study 
and research in such subjects provided that the useful results of such study are disseminated 
to the public at large. 

The following definition should always be included: 
Sustainable development means development which meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out: 
Please refer to the Decision of the Charity Commissioners made on 24th January 2003 in respect of the 
application for registration of The Environment Foundation. 

30. Urban or Rural Regeneration 
Published 10 May 2013 

(NB: you must select at least 3 from sub-clauses (a) – (m)) 

30.1: The promotion for the benefit of the public of urban or rural regeneration in areas of social 
and economic deprivation (and in particular in [specify area]) by all or any of the following 
means: 

a: the relief of financial hardship: 

b: the relief of unemployment: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-promotion-of-social-inclusion
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-foundation
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c: the advancement of education, training or retraining, particularly among unemployed 
people, and providing unemployed people with work experience: 

d: the provision of financial assistance, technical assistance or business advice or 
consultancy in order to provide training and employment opportunities for unemployed 
people in cases of financial or other charitable need through help: 

(i) in setting up their own business, or 

(ii) to existing businesses: 

e: the creation of training and employment opportunities by the provision of workspace, 
buildings, and/or land for use on favourable terms: 

f: the provision of housing for those who are in conditions of need and the improvement of 
housing in the public sector or in charitable ownership provided that such power shall not 
extend to relieving any local authorities or other bodies of a statutory duty to provide or 
improve housing: 

g: the maintenance, improvement or provision of public amenities: 

h: the preservation of buildings or sites of historic or architectural importance: 

i: the provision of recreational facilities for the public at large or those who by reason of 
their youth, age, infirmity or disablement, financial hardship or social and economic 
circumstances, have need of such facilities: 

j: the protection or conservation of the environment: 

k: the provision of public health facilities and childcare: 

l: the promotion of public safety and prevention of crime: 

m: such other means as may from time to time be determined subject to the prior written 
consent of the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales. 

Please refer to the publication: Promotion of rural and urban regeneration (RR2)  

31. Village Halls 
Published 10 May 2013 

31.1: The provision and maintenance of a village hall for the use of the inhabitants of [area of 
benefit] without distinction of political, religious or other opinions, including use for: 

a: meetings, lectures and classes, and 

b: other forms of recreation and leisure-time occupation, with the object of improving the 
conditions of life for the inhabitants. 

Activities a charity for these purposes might be carrying out:  
Village Halls and Community Centres (RS9)  

32. Young People 
Published 10 May 2013 

32.1: To advance in life and [relieve needs of] [help] young people through: 

a: The provision of recreational and leisure time activities provided in the interest of social 
welfare, designed to improve their conditions of life; 

b: Providing support and activities which develop their skills, capacities and capabilities to 
enable them to participate in society as mature and responsible individuals. 

32.2: To help young people, especially but not exclusively through leisure time activities, so as to 
develop their capabilities that they may grow to full maturity as individuals and members of 
society. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promotion-of-rural-and-urban-regeneration-rr2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/village-halls-and-community-centres-rs9
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32.3: To act as a resource for young people up to the age of [age] living in [area of benefit] by 
providing advice and assistance and organising programmes of physical, educational and other 
activities as a means of: 

a: advancing in life and helping young people by developing their skills, capacities and 
capabilities to enable them to participate in society as independent, mature and 
responsible individuals; 

b: advancing education; 

c: relieving unemployment; 

d: providing recreational and leisure time activity in the interests of social welfare for people 
living in the area of benefit who have need by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or 
disability, poverty or social and economic circumstances with a view to improving the 
conditions of life of such persons. 



While it is Small Charity Support’s intention to provide you 
with the best possible support and information as we are able, 

it is important that you read and give due consideration 
to the following notices. 

The information contained in this leaflet is provided in summary form and is made 
available for general information purposes only.   It has not been prepared with your 
specific needs in mind and is not advice of any kind (whether legal, financial, or 
otherwise).  

Please take the time to check the information in this leaflet is suited to your specific 
circumstances and if you are making any important decisions, such as on financial, legal or 
tax matters, you should consult a qualified professional adviser who can provide specific 
advice based on your position.

Small Charity Support does not assume any liability or responsibility to any person or entity 
for the information contained in this leaflet and you should not rely on any information 
contained in this leaflet.   Small Charity Support makes no representation as to, and does 
not assume any responsibility for, the accuracy, completeness or relevance of the 
information contained in this leaflet.  

Please make sure that any sites you link to from this leaflet (or on our website) are 
appropriate to you, as we do not endorse such websites and have no control over their 
contents or how (or if) that site operates.   Any links or references in this leaflet to a 
company, entity, service or product does not, in any way, imply an endorsement. 

© 2021  Small Charity Support 

This leaflet is made available to charities and not-for-profit organisations under a 
Creative Commons  Attributable – Non Commercial – Share Alike  International 4.0 License 

That license lets you remix, adapt, and build upon this material non-commercially, as long as you 
credit Small Charity Support and license your new creations under the identical terms. 


